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New air museum attracts young and old alike

By Lynn Zerschling lzerschling@siouxcityjournal.com | Posted: Saturday, July 31, 2010 10:30 pm |
No Comments Posted

SIOUX CITY -- Lorraine and Cleon Wood of Cedar
Falls, Iowa, had to be there, as did hundreds of
other veterans to see the B-17 Flying Fortress and
tour the new MidAmerican Museum of Aviation &
Transportation.

Many young families with children came, with the
kids interested in the big trucks, big planes and the
toys that were for sale. The large buliding and its
grounds were packed with people, including many
active military personnel.

Cleon Wood was stationed at the Sioux City
Airbase during World War II where he trained to fly
one of those Flying Fortresses. He and his crew left
Sioux City for the European Theater where he flew
31 missions. While he was flying missions over
Germany, Lorraine Wood said she worried, like all
other B-17 wives.

"We didn't have e-mail or cell phones like you do
now. You waited for a letter. Around the approach
of D-Day, no mail got through."

The closest he came to being shot down was on
his first mission on Easter Sunday 1944 over
Poland when the Allied B-17s took heavy fire from
German fighters. A number of other planes were
shot down, but not his.

The Woods said the new museum is a tribute to
those World War II veterans, as well as showcasing a wide range of aircraft, trucks and other vehicles.

Nearby, Elliot McLarty, who will be a fifth-grader at Blessed Sacrament School in Sioux City, said his
favorite display was the UH60 helicopter.

"I learned about them from books my dad has," Elliot said as he looked at books on aircraft in the
museum's gift shop. His father, Pat, served in the Reserves.

Follow Us:

79° F
Sponsored by:

Current Conditions  | 10 Day Forecast  | Closings

Most Popular

"Pass This Bill Now" Becomes
"Pass The Bill This Month"

No Comments Posted

Elvis Wednesday October 5th
from 1-2pm

No Comments Posted

Democrat Lies And Deceit
No Comments Posted

Tea Party depends on
propaganda, gullibility

(3) Comments

‘Palling Around With Terrorists’
(2) Comments

More Blog Posts | Siouxland Voice Home

HOT TOPICS  PHOTOS: RIVERSSANCE  PHOTOS: HEELAN VS SB-L  MUSKIES OPENER  PHOTOS: FALL FOLIAGE  LEIF ERIKSON SCHOOL?

Story Discussion

JIM LEE
People look at exhibits during the
grand opening ceremony at the Mid America Museum of
Aviation & Transportation Saturday, July 31, 2010. (Jim
Lee/Sioux City Journal)

Related Galleries
Photos: Mid America Museum
of Aviation & Transportation
(8) Photos

Related Stories
Eight Questions with retired Capt. Al Haynes

Sioux City Journal
SPECIAL OFFER: Get
50% OFF Long John
Silvers / A&W certificates
($5 value for $2.50)

Want more deals like this e-mailed to you daily?
REGISTER HERE

Advanced Search  Privacy About Our Ads

HOME NEWS SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLES OPINION OBITUARIES GET ITJOBSAUTOSHOMES

CLASSIFIEDSLOCAL STATE BUSINESS SUX 911 CAUCUS 2012 BLOGS MULTIMEDIA NATION/WORLD WEIRD ORDER PHOTOS SPECIAL SECTIONS

Confirm
Recommend You recommend this. · Admin Page · Insights · Error

You recommend thisSign Up to see what your friends

Siouxland Voice Most Read

Most Commented

Posts Newest Members

Latest Photos

XToday's Deal

Bid & Buy

Business

Directory

Coupons

Classifieds

Autos

Homes

Jobs

Contests

http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/get-it
https://www-dot-siouxcityjournal-dot-com.bloxcms.com/users/login/?tp_rd=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.siouxcityjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2F4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html&_dc=1317668863062BUT8vmEc
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/users/signup/?tp_rd=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.siouxcityjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2F4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html&_dc=1317668863062Mbo3rz1T
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://tweetmeme.com/about/fail_timeout
http://tweetmeme.com/about/fail_timeout
http://tweetmeme.com/about/fail_timeout
http://tweetmeme.com/about/fail_timeout
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/article_7790977a-0c53-11df-828a-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/article_7790977a-0c53-11df-828a-001cc4c03286.html?mode=comments
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By Lynn Zerschling lzerschling@siouxcityjournal.com
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/search/?l=50&sd=desc&s=start_time&f=html&byline=By Lynn Zerschling lzerschling@siouxcityjournal.com
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html?mode=comments
http://www.facebook.com/SiouxCityJournal
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/twitter/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/rss/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/newsletters/
http://m.siouxcityjournal.com/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/apps/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/?show=tenday
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/app/weather/?show=closings
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/pass_this_bill_now_becomes_pass_the_bill_this_month.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/pass_this_bill_now_becomes_pass_the_bill_this_month.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/pass_this_bill_now_becomes_pass_the_bill_this_month.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/business/Whispering_Creek_Active_Retirement_Community/blog/elvis_wednesday_october_5th_from_12pm.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/business/Whispering_Creek_Active_Retirement_Community/blog/elvis_wednesday_october_5th_from_12pm.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/business/Whispering_Creek_Active_Retirement_Community/blog/elvis_wednesday_october_5th_from_12pm.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/democrat_lies_and_deceit.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/democrat_lies_and_deceit.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/appey/blog2/tea_party_depends_on_propaganda_gullibility.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/appey/blog2/tea_party_depends_on_propaganda_gullibility.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/appey/blog2/tea_party_depends_on_propaganda_gullibility.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/palling_around_with_terrorists.html
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/post/TheEdge/blog/palling_around_with_terrorists.html
http://my.siouxlandvoice.com/community/latestposts.htm
http://my.siouxlandvoice.com/
http://bit.ly/oKwt15
http://bit.ly/qXmyFA
http://bit.ly/qJJJXl
http://bit.ly/oUSp1x
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/a1/article_a39e5c84-5756-5f2f-bc11-3bc58ac30866.html
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html?mode=story
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html?mode=story
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html?mode=comments
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html?mode=comments
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#
http://pictopia.com/perl/ptp/siouxcity?photo_name=4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354&title=Mid America Museum of Aviation & Transportation&t_url=http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/assets/editorial/d/69/064/d69064b0-7ed7-500d-b880-cc0eb602da31-revisions/4c549251a389d.image.jpg&fs_url=http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/assets/editorial/d/69/064/d69064b0-7ed7-500d-b880-cc0eb602da31-revisions/4c549251aa213.hires.jpg&pps=buynow
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/collection_ba68a474-9ceb-11df-b381-001cc4c03286.html
http://bloximages.chicago2.vip.townnews.com/siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/assets/editorial/d/69/064/d69064b0-7ed7-500d-b880-cc0eb602da31-revisions/4c549251a389d.image.jpg
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/collection_ba68a474-9ceb-11df-b381-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/collection_ba68a474-9ceb-11df-b381-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/article_2e940695-9e30-5561-a30c-f7913254e2c0.html
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3271493
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3271493
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3271493
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3271493
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3271493
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/SplashDetails.aspx?contestid=19812&productid=3271493
http://siouxcityjournal.upickem.net/engine/splash.aspx?contestid=19812&cid=todaysdeal
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/TheEdge
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/WhisperingCreekActiveRetirementCommunity
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/TheEdge
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/appey
http://my.siouxcityjournal.com/TheEdge
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/search/advanced/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/privacy/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/privacy/index.html#advertising
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/sports/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/entertainment/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/lifestyles/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/opinion
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/obituaries/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/get-it/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/get-it/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/jobs/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/jobs/
http://siouxland.wheelsforyou.com/
http://siouxland.wheelsforyou.com/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/homes/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/homes/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/classifieds/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/classifieds/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/state-and-regional/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/business/local/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/sux911/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/iowacaucus/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/blogs/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/multimedia/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/national/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/weird-news/
http://gallery.pictopia.com/siouxcity/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/special-section/
http://www.facebook.com/campaign/landing.php?campaign_id=137675572948107&partner_id=siouxcityjournal.com&placement=like_button&extra_1=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.siouxcityjournal.com%2Fnews%2Flocal%2F4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html&extra_2=US
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-read
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-read
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-commented
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#most-commented
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-newest-members
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-newest-members
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-latest-photos
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/content/tncms/live/#qv-latest-photos
http://www.scjdealoftheday.com/
http://www.siouxlandbidandbuy.com/
http://local.siouxcityjournal.com/sioux-city+ia.z.html
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/coupons/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/classifieds
http://siouxland.wheelsforyou.com/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/homes
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/jobs/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/contests/
http://www.scjdealoftheday.com/
http://www.siouxlandbidandbuy.com/
http://local.siouxcityjournal.com/sioux-city+ia.z.html
http://local.siouxcityjournal.com/sioux-city+ia.z.html
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/coupons/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/classifieds
http://siouxland.wheelsforyou.com/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/homes
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/jobs/
http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/contests/


New air museum attracts young and old alike

http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html[10/3/2011 2:08:06 PM]

Other Stories
USD's Slagle Hall renaming ceremony,
Symphony concert Friday

Surviving a scary start

Efforts afoot to revive Iowa's film industry

Advocate for kids chosen to lead fundraiser

FROM THE ARCHIVES: Police crack down on
horns

GALLAGHER: Casino has school leaders
betting on improvements

Sioux City Public Museum gets grant for series

WEATHER: Clear, sunny skies with a high of
78 today

Sponsored Links

A number of children went home with puzzles, inflatable war planes and miniature cars, while adults
looked at the vast array of T-shirts, mugs and other items for sale.

Virginia Pieslak of Lowell, Mass., served in the U.S. Air Force from 1956-57, and said she visited the
museum with her sister and brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Mickey Lucart of Sioux City. He is a Navy
veteran of the Korean and Vietnam wars.

Margaret (Mead) Petrucka, now of Cherokee, Iowa, worked for the 347th typing up information for military
clothing shipments at the base during the war. She recalls waving to the airmen and soldiers as they left
for the front.

"You knew some of them were not coming back," she said.

Marcia and Otis "Morrie" Baker, who was a jet engine mechanic at the airbase, said they think the
museum will allow those who did not go through a war to learn to appreciate the sacrifice of those who
did.

If You Go

When Open: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursdays-Tuesdays and open holidays except for New Year's, Easter,
Thanksgiving and Christmas. Closed Wednesdays.

Cost: Adults: $6; seniors: $5; active military: $5; children (5-14): $3 and free for 4 and younger; group
tours: $5.

Location: North of Sioux Gateway Airport at 2600 Expedition Court.

What's to see: Variety of aircraft and transportation vehicles including vintage bicycles, cars, fire truck and
police cars, military vehicles and displays to a Boeing 727-200.

Contact: (712) 252-5300; www.matamuseum.org.
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New air museum attracts young and old alike

http://www.siouxcityjournal.com/news/local/4754eeb3-bb9c-50f2-9184-95fe1db19354.html[10/3/2011 2:08:06 PM]
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